zxrrct? appeared 
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Q and A ~f *:'*?$?■ 

; lB:1rite|rity- 

: • .:«•»•>.» .'»...• *U >.s • »*• •.;*' 

■WatStakeS 

— . ..f.-i' r. >■ , . •.» j-x 1 

•V ',?.v 
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Bernard FensterweM Jr:; ’a Washing-? 
vn'Ibwjraf irlio roprnonltd James ■ 
IcCord during Watergate and. James'’ 
srl Star, convict ad of JiiUing Dr. Mortis 
jtfcor King Jr., h tods' the Committee to/ 
■restigete Assaisinotioos/a group of' 
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•'V As It’* always possible; and thsro 
'is 'considerable ' evidence which' is 
! under lock and key in the Nations}. 
.''■Archives today which will rtmau 
• i classified until the year 2039 mitts it 
;is declassified by the varipud govern- 
'ment' agencies, primarily the FBI 
sand the CIA. In addUdal to that, than 
tin literally thousands of documents 
that the OA didtoot give to the W ar-- 
; jon Commission and did not go to the 
'National Archives which have never 
.’been made public. A number of free-, 
'•dom oUnJonnsdon suits have rtsult- 
■ ‘ed hnleclaaiiflcadon of a part of this, 
material, yet we know from the fade* 
■they give us that they bays a mass ot 


5d Y^-oulK 


to Investigate^ P 
Assawaattons her urged through the. *. 
vtsrsthst all of tha information with 
Tespeet to the John Kennedy astassi- *< 
nation be made public. The official 7L . 
solution is that Lee Harvey Oswald T 
• was a lone nut killer and that there 
'•.were 1 no other people involved and. 

■ there were no International ramifies- 
. tlons,. And therefore, taking Jhet /L, 
story es gospel mekes it difficult for 
a lawyer to- tee why they should 
eovar anything. However; there la ,s~, 
this intense desire on the part of gov*_ l X/ 
- eminent to keep it secret, and I think 
in any lawsuit where you have this 
tort of mania -for locking the evl- 
I denes up you create the suspicion 
that there’s more there. And I don’t 


o/* 

•£*> c&~ - 


/xaaiinu wmeo «««» ***t* w . uuu ***■“ \ r ' 

■'oubUc*. **> . /• ,»l - v think anybody at thU luneouUtd* the 

!%; ii government knows what happened to 

* '"Ol Apart trim material that might John Kennedy. I think the congres- 
. nr hurtful to tbr einnai committees in timc .will find 



Qi Ths.Corqmftree to Investigate 
ssassinati ons bat long been sus- 
seted by some people ol being some-_ 
jw connected with the CIA and you , 
mrsall being labeled posnbly a CIA • 
lent or CIA plant Are you in facta-; 
IA agent ol any sort} V r 

Fenstenrald: No, -I’m' a. full-time': 
wyem Neither I’nor mV partner; 
ive.ever been affiliatedl with the-. 
tA;or jrorked for tbs' CIA 'either 1 ; 
ith or -without pay'in 'dny way, - : 
apt or form. I bave-no idee where, 

' e rumor started;-! don’t know anyrf 
" * that knows- anything' about my. 

itory that has ever. made Such an-: 
' cusatlon. On the ednvers^-slde; 
ing back to- the early :’b0* whan'I 
iriced-for the Senate aa counsel fnr>: 
e of- their commiRce*;';I'dia^ni 
/estigetion on the; CIA-'end l irffje. 
eu'I have represented a numb«r-er! 
enti in cases against tha CIA to mas 
tent that if there’s any evidence at 
iit ellpoints la the btber direction... 
jy.&r-f' ■ 

$: Isit possible that tha CZAcr the 
U has evidence locked away some- 
.-ere.tiiar could sbed new light on 
> investigations Into the JFK asses' 
a dor or perhaps Martin Luther 
ng's auassinatiou? 


" other evidence or do you feel there's 
other material under lock and key 
that could shad significant light on 
tbeauaulnatioos? ■ ji:. 

■ f. «*•<-- .«• '• : ••».’ r 

■ \A:-.Well. certainly from reviewing 


Q: It has been 13 years since the 
Kennedy assassination! • Why reopen 

Z.wzfth /££&&&&$. •• 

■■ At tfa not rtellya’questioh of re- 
opening his grave. I know the subject 

" _ _ .l” A tn turrree . 


‘ *\A:-Well, certainly from reviewing JJf reQ £ e ntIy talked ebour in term* • 
the index of. the withheld material. glmUlr to that. I think that the integ- - 
which they hivs been forced to sup- rity of bur whols political process is 
ply to various district courts, you get poshly, at stake because whether 1 
the impression that much yery vital xhc Warren Commission was right or 
information is being withheld-’ Agsin, wrim . I think thsqhe American peo- . 
I aay, without knowing what that _j c _ an d the poll* bear this out — 

information is. it’s bard to say where hive a great doubt as to whether Os- 
• it's gotogto point. - , . . . w^ ^s^rop^l 2 ;_inve*tjgated- 

„ . "w -They have's doubt as to whether Os- 
■Q: Can you hazard a guess as to wbat wll ^ wu a lone nut killer. And. until 
they might ha vat.. -I;'. /.! thelrdoubts canbe satisfied, I think 

Uteorltv-af tha system and tha 


l .volvea'a trip Lea Ha wy Oswald q.. Wbr has it taken i3 years tor 

J tbi public know* whit thii-trip » .* • ! ^ i** .\ r 

all about. But wa do taow that tha [" . w*U, ft’a-a' number of reasons. 

CIA has been One, I think the membership of the 

with respect to that. Wa do taow that WarTlB Commission Itself contained 
there were CIA ^ (0 many outstanding people that it U 

.tures bf people going to and out ot the, t0 believe that for whatever 

Giban and Soviet embassies and tbey -^o,, they would not seriously try to 
* took a number of pictures of a. m«n - ^ ^ pu ^; c a full answer. There’s 

’ <h«v. labeled Lee' Harvey Oswald. nOuttim-a to disbelieve neo- 


mniB , 

lease tills Information ana get ra un 0 f tha OA to kill Fidel Castro 

bottom of the matter once and fori . J0tten ^ oftha last retoctance 

: ' .- 

• Or Is ft ConcrivaWr tbit fhie War- 


'. . Q- 1$ it Conceivable that the Wsr- 
'i*n Commission— in the interests ol 
I national security— participated to or 

npred to some son otcoretvpf-^i. 

contiwued; 


V. 


A: As a lawyer I tend to believe 
ey made the beet conclusion they 
uld from the evidence at hand. We 
iow of so much key evidence that 
is either withheld or destroyed that 
•u get a ceneral feelins that they 
id only a relatively small part of 
e really important material. For 
ample, Lee Harvey Oswald wrote a 
reatening note to an FBI agent 
only before the assassination. In a 
otter of an hour or two before Jack 
.sby shot Oswald, the FBI agent 
■shed it down the toilet. Now this 
is never reported to the Warren 
■numsslon. There are certain peo- 
i who can link Oswald and. Ruby, 
d this material was never passed 
the commission. So I think it's a 
ry harsh judgment to say that this 
ry distinguished bunch of Amerl- 
ns — including the chief justice of 
s United States — purposely did not 
acb the proper conclusion. 

• '••• . - . *’i' Tt'- 

Q: Wow long mil It take the Rouse 
investigate Ms affair and coma to 
me tort of a conclusion. ■ Will it be 
art a way, do you feel 

A: No,. I don’t think‘it will' be the? 
r away. The House of Represents-' 
es bad two basic roods they could 
ve follpwed. They could have taken- 
sir staff members, people who 
■■re thoroughly famular with the 
bject but equally opinionated', or 
ey could start with people who 
re good lawyers end good invest!- 
tors and start with a clean mind 
d Simply go down the came road 
it others have been going down for 
years. They chos$ the latter. That 
II take somewhat, more time, but 
:h the caliber of people that have 
:n chosen I can't see that it's going. - 
take a matter of years. I think it 
U take a number of months longer 
m it would going the other way.- • 

3: Eunice Sbriver, who of course 
it two brothers to assassins, has 
Id that the would prefer the whole. 
MX be dropped, that the inrestiga- 
ns into JFK and Robert Kennedy's 
atilt shouldn't be opened. How do 
■j respond when a family member 
cresses Mt kind of a sendment}--.u. 

■ t: Well, I think ali of us feel a’ 

: tie sympathy, not only lor Mrs. 

! -iver but nlso for- Mrs. Rose 
1 nnedy and (or the remaining 
i -ther, Sen. Kennedy. But It’s my 
1 i feeling that the question of what 
S ipened to the Kennedy brothers, If 
i lething more than meets the eye 


did occur, is really • matter of ne- long Jump from that possibility to the 
tional concern and transcends their possiblity that we had nnything.to do 
. own very understandable interest in with lolling. It seems to me that these 
it. I think that the investigation car- are questions that gave the congres- 
; talnly into President Kennedy'* ' - tional commmittee the powers that 
; death can be dona In such a way at to ’ they have. J don’t really know that 
'.'cause minimum grief to th* family, speculating gets anywhere. • 

.And I think there’s a very good ,.. 

. chance that this will happen because . Q: Four Committee to Investigate 
M think the members of the House of , Assassinations, what do you think It 
: Representatives and the members of has beenmble to accomplish! Why 
..the Church committer in the Senate : was It fonnedt ...» 

• ere very well aware of.tbe problem, * ' • 

•.} and I can’t eee any reason why It' A: It was formed for two basic rea- 
- cannot be done without terribly die- eons. One was to get the critics of the 
. i testeful evidence being trotted out in Warren Commission to coordinate 
: public. I just don’t think that’s nects- their efforts. The basic aims of the 

; sary. .... ’ -. . " group were to gather information to 

‘•V ,f' ' .■’••• • , •*. keep the subject of John Kennedy's 

; i. y gsi;al aa'CSi’a! 

■ »jr* 


i or alternatively to prove that be was 
; not the ione assassin? ■ >. j'j*-. 


j not melon, assassin? the climate in she country changed, 

• * a. t. ZilTL ! u.uIrrtT.. ’.'the climate in Congress changed, we 

‘ tet -Xer Mmlt them « h 

' J^M with investigation We 

• Jem** Earl Ray were given a trial. I » to turn hver all of our invest!. 


.were simply ameitd when a guUty Q; There’s been an efemef/esdna- 

■ pl«» was extract ed from him andhe „ * with John F. Kennedy's murder. 

; d° y° u tWnJr Vfhen “■ u tbe House 

: out a trial. It cama as a great shock investigation reaches its conclusion 

■ to moit people and I think most pee- th«r J 1 ,, U y tD rwally the specu - 

. pie were rather disappointed in a . ■.«„„> v -f, . ... . 

crime of this magnitude a man would -'-vi:': c> i:*.’- -.V 

..:not in fact eraser a Junr trial. I ... A: ibelieveth.tif this House com- 
; spent six years tnring to achieve this. . • ggjttee continues to get the support In 
’• • L?, U .V canJ *” "the next Congress that they have in 

but It Is very possible that this £**--• the last months of this Congress, that 
jrigatioaof the House of Representa- . they will investigate this killing thbr- 
' *f hi,V * ,D t \ 0t ,h0rt !f - oughiy. I think they will cuU out the 

.’period thy rix year, whet we were * ^ they will look at ell the 

, unable to do In th* courts. ...... ,. . » evidence, and If after that length of 

i M sa-sst » »■•} ^sassacasas 

• hounded Martin J^tthar ^Kfog and wu correct, I certainly think 

' ' bM,b ** n speculation that the , that $9.9 percent of the people will be 

j J? J !?£ mu A^hsJrihe 1 '^ eatisfied. I must say that in all honcs- 

^ f^SJSSrty. I- know of a few people who are 
this possibility! . . .r.jJ^’^aiver going to be satisfied, at least 

■ ' V_ i.;^rfou can never satisty all of them be- 

• * haveieen no evidecce to th*t they each have a particular 

■ ’. ^ f * et “ d 1 »*“ J n ,. bo i h !S* ’Theory. And these theories are Inter- 

: .,;JohnF. Kennedy cue and th. Martin u nolhilw e lso. But 

Luther King ; cm* J hat onehes to be - fth^ that as a practical matter Brat 
..-.eyeful to jfcttaguiA.be^era tte .■• tf , congm ri on a] C omtnmittee.andlf 
.^crime and fa lnyestigatio o. I t hink BOt , hu one miybe , he Senate 

■ • the Martin Luther King casetiiat •• commmittee or maybe both of them, 

'• ’ ^S 1 b * c * ul * of anuoosiWior .^j aaaci; , be Job they ere supposed 

Dr. King m«y not have made whet . . to do, I -think that most of the doubts, 
• -we would consider their best effort.to {fg,otaUof them, willbe laid torect. 

-• ! Investigate- it.- But we hire made a -1 . . • ■ ,;>.•• 

- , _ . ■ - - - - - ,, r.-ir . w: on .T J • — u i-.- - 


inn 

• si.v.J'-' V j, - Uu ' . 




